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CHAPTER VII 

The Scoglitti Landings 
( CENT Force) ' 

10-14 July 

1. The Beaches and the Assault, to 0630 July 10 

THE CENT landing area, on each side of the small fishermen's 
town of Scoglitti, lay between Admiral Hall's DIME area on 

the west and the Anglo-Canadian BARK area on the east. Admiral 
Hewitt and General Patton considered CENT to be the most im
portant of the three American landings, because it lay nearest the 
Comiso and Biscari airfields. Almost 26,000 troops (about 6600 
more than in DIME) were allotted and placed under the senior 
force commander, Rear Admiral Alan G. Kirk. 2 This reliable, ex-

1 CTF 85 (Rear Adm. Kirk) Report on Operation HUSKY 21 July 1943; Com
transdiv 7 (Capt. D. W . Loomis) War Diary; CTU 85.1.2 (Capt . W. B. Phillips) 
Report of Operation HUSKY; Action Reports and War Diaries of other vessels 
involved; Gen. Omar N. Bradley A Soldier's Story (1951); "After Action Report 
of 45th Inf. Div. in Sicilian Campaign," compiled from the G-3 Journal; "Report 
of Operations of 180th Infantry in Sicilian Campaign," IO Oct. 1943; "179th In
fantry RCT History"; Maj. Gen. T. H. Middleton usA "Comments and Recom
mendations, 45th Division" 31 July 1943; Lt. Col. L. V. Bishop et al., History of 
the 45th Division (1946); Lt. Col. Ernest H. Daniel jr. "Observations of the 
Sicilian Campaign" Sept. 1943. 

2 Alan G. Kirk, b. Phila., 1888; Annapolis '09; in Asiatic Fleet until World 
War I, when he became an ordnance expert, and, after sea duty as gunnery 
officer and "exec." of presidential yacht May-fiower, was detailed to Buord. Gun
nery officer Maryland 1924 and on staff of Commander Scouting Fleet; Naval 
War College course and staff; C.O. Schenck; "exec." West Virginia 1932; Office 
of C.N.O. 1933; C.0. Milwaukee 1936; operations officer to Admiral C. C. Bloch 
1937; naval attache London 1939, Director of Naval Intelligence Mar.-Oct. 1941; 
a desron commander in escort of convoy duty to May 1942, when he became chief 
of staff to Admiral Stark; Commander U.S. Naval Forces Europe; Commander 
Amphibious Force Atlantic Fleet Feb. 1943; Commander U.S. Naval Forces for 
Invasion of Normandy Oct. 1943. Subsequent to OVERLORD he commanded all U.S. 
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perienced and versatile flag officer had relieved Hewitt as Com
mander Amphibious Force Atlantic Fleet, and as such had had the 
responsibility of training the major part of CENT Force in the waters 
of Chesapeake Bay. His appointment to command in action the 
force that he had trained in practice was logical and appropriate. 

Before entering the Tunisian War Channel, Kirk found the con
voy carrying the I st Canadian Division of the Eastern Task Force, 
which had come directly from England, on his starboard hand. At 
the turning point off Gozo he had some difficulty keeping clear of 
this and of DIME Force too. The necessary delay before he could 
form approach disposition meant that H-hour off Scoglitti could 
not be met. 

Assault landings in the CENT area were divided between two 
groups of beaches about seven miles apart, the one selected to be 
nearest Biscari airfield, the other because it was nearer Comiso. 
The northern group (Beaches Red, Green and Yell ow), bordering 
on the mouth of the Acate River, was called by the planners 
"Wood's Hole"; the southern, compressed between Branco and 
Braccetto Points, "Bailey's Beach." Both names, well known in 
New England nomenclature, had also local significance, sine& 
Leonard Wood was flagship of the transports in the Wood's Hole 
section, and Captain W. 0. Bailey commanded those of the other 
group. About halfway between the two groups of beaches lies the 
small fishing village of Scoglitti, built around a tiny beach; two 
miles north of it is the rocky Punta Zaf aglione, and two miles 
south, Punta Camerina. Behind this coast stretches the Camerina 
plain, once the seat of a flourishing Greek city. 

Both secti~ns of beach, as it turned out, were ill chosen. Wood's 
Hole, backed by a thousand-yard wide strip of sand dunes and 
waste land, lies 6500 to 8000 yards from the main coastal highway; 
landmarks there are none and exits are few and soft. Bailey's Beach, 
2 500 yards at its nearest point from a secondary road, is backed by 
bare sand dunes. The 3 ooo-yard stretch of beach north of Branco 

Naval Forces in France; Ambassador to Belgium 1946 after retiring as four-star 
admiral; Ambassador to Russia 1949-50. 
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Point, behind which the land is dry and level and planted with to
matoes, would have been better for the southern landings, 8 and the 
several small beaches between Scoglitti and Zaf aglione Point could 
have handled the northern ones. Moreover, since all CENT Force 
beaches faced the westerly wind, the surf was very severe. On Io 

July it was breaking on the false beaches, and a southeasterly set 
of current carried several boat waves south of their objectives. 

The 45th Division (Major General Troy H. Middleton usA) 
was a National Guard outfit, recruited largely from Oklahoma, 
Colorado and New Mexico. Two of the regiments, the 179th and 
1 80th, contained a large number of Choctaw, Cherokee, Seminole, 
Sioux and Apache Indians who, during the training period, ac
quired wide publicity by staging a war dance on Boston Common 
for a war bond drive. The "Thunderbirds," as the 45th was nick
named since it used that familiar Indian symbol as a shoulder patch, 
had received amphibious training at Little Creek, Virginia, and 
Solomons Island, Maryland, with the boat crews; but, one hour be
fore sailing for Africa, at least half the well-trained landing craft 
ensigns and coxswains had been replaced by men fresh from boot 
camp. This was a severe blow, as there was no further opportunity 
to train the replacements. 

At 2145 July 9 the vessels destined for Bailey's Beach, with LSTs 
astern, peeled off from the Wood's Holers. Gunfire flashes and 
fires under the northern sky indicated that the Air Force was 
not neglecting the Camerina plain. Transport planes bearing para
troops for the inland drop passed to starboard. Beacon submarine 
H.M.S. Seraph appeared on the radar screen of destroyer Tillman 
at 2 2 3 3, and blinker signals were exchanged. Lieutenant Jewell RN, 

the submarine's commanding officer, peered at the approaching fleet 
through his night glasses and reflected that "the English language 
needs a new descriptive noun to replace the hackneyed word 
armada. After all, the original Invincible Spanish Armada that 

3 Probably the reason these beaches were not chosen was the existence of a 
strong point on Punta Camerina which could enfilade them, and the planners did 
not know how weak Sicilian "strong points" really were. 
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tackled us in 1588 could boast of only 129 sizable ships and a scat
tering of small fry." 4 

The assault plan in the Wood's Hole area was to put the 1st 
Battalion 1 80th Regimental Combat T earn ashore on Beach Red, 
adjoining the mouth of the dry Acate River, to move northeast 
and capture Biscari, eight n1iles inland, establish road blocks around 
that town, and await orders to advance and take the airfield. The 
1st Battalion 179th Regimental Combat Team would land on Beach 
Yellow, and move laterally to take Scoglitti; 3rd Battalion to ad
vance inland and capture Vittoria, nearest town to the Comiso 
airdrome. In the meantime the 157th RCT, landing at Bailey's 
Beach, would take Santa Croce Camerina and provide a second 
pincer on Comiso airfield. It was a bold plan; for instead of taking 
time to consolidate a beachhead all units were to press vigorously 
inland to capture key points. 

Off Wood's Hole the ships anchored in two rows, parallel to 
the shore and five to six miles out. Owing to the earlier delays in 
the convoy, boats could not be lowered or troops debarked fast 
enough to meet the 0245 H-hour. At 02 15 Captain Phillips, senior 
transport commander, requested a postponement of one hour. Ad
miral Kirk so ordered at 0246, which confused the scout boats and 
landing craft already in the water. 

Six rocket-mounted scout boats were to have supported Leonard 
Wood's initial waves with a barrage on Beach Yell ow before the 
landing. Two were so damaged in lowering that they sank; the 
other four hurled 84 rockets into the beach, followed by smoke 
bombs, to blanket the area against snipers and flare illumination.5 

Leonard Wood, smartest transport in boat handling, got 2 8 LCVPs 
of the first four waves into the water and loaded at o Io 5, an hour 
and a half ahead of the others; and her first wave, after a long 

• Lt. N.L.A. Jewell Secret Mission Submarine (1944) pp. 114-15. This was the 
same submarine that had set General Mark Clark ashore in North Africa, spirited 
General Giraud out of Southern France in 1942 and set "Major William Martin" 
afloat. 

6 These few and feeble rocket craft were used in all three landings. They were 
36.8-ft. Higgins boats carrying not more than 2 rocket projectors each. 

l 
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wait, grounded 20 yards off Beach Yellow at 0345, right on time.8 

The anticipated false beach proved to be no obstacle. In a moment, 
soldiers were wading ashore, waist-deep, greatly encouraged by 
naval gunfire support. For at 03 30, when enemy parachute flares 
illuminated the scene, Admiral Kirk decided it was time to do some 
shooting. Destroyers Tillman and Knight commenced firing on 
assigned machine-gun emplacements and pillboxes. 

The first wave to Beach Green, from Florence Nightingale, was 
only nine minutes behind the winner. This transport managed to 
get 29 boats into the water by 0043, but it took two and three
quarters hours to load them in the heavy swell, and Nightingale 
was a heavy roller. Her first four boat waves put 7 48 men on the 
beach. 

The 1 80th RCT, the larger part of which, spearheaded by its 
1st Battalion, was supposed to land on Beach Red, had perhaps the 
worst time of all. Owing to the lack of landmarks, even the Scouts 
and Raiders were unable to identify Beach Red in time to help the 
boat waves in, and the transports that carried the assault battalion 
had more than their share of completely inexperienced coxswains. 
Colonel Forrest E. Cookson and staff were set ashore miles to the 
north, on one of the Gela beaches; part of his regiment was landed 
at Bailey's Beach, and the rest was scattered along the entire front 
of Wood's Hole and on unscheduled beaches south of it. Trans
port Neville, a bad roller and pitcher, required two hours to get 
her landing craft lowered and in the water; but they won the race 
to Beach Red, touching down at 0434. There was slight opposition 
and all boats retracted. Calvert's landing craft were off to Beach 
Red at 02 50, before her commanding officer got the word that 
H-hour . had been postponed. They were then recalled and made 
a fresh start at 03 20. More delays followed; but the troops began 
to go ashore around 0445 - mostly wet to the neck. The 1st Bat
talion commander and staff were landed at a point south of the 
Wood's Hole area. 

All these boat waves had plenty of excitement on the way in, 

e Rear Adm. Kirk Report, Enclosure H . 
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since an air attack, heralded by brilliant, slow-descending yellow 
flares, was delivered at about 0430. This had been ordered by 
Superaereo at Rome after receiving word of the previous eve
ning's contact on the convoys. It consisted of one squadron of 
torpedo-bombers from Sardinia and 13 high-level bombers which 
had come all the way from Perugia. Six bombs landed about 3 oo 
yards from destroyer Tillman, extinguishing her lights and knock
ing out her SG radar for a few minutes. Cruiser Philadelphia, 
missed by 3 5 yards, bent on knots and maneuvered radically. 
Jefferson also was near-missed. Friendly fighter planes - British 
Spitfires which General Bradley observed "whistling serenely by 
on their fat wings" 7 

- dropped down from higher altitudes in pur
suit, but do not appear to have caught any of the enemy bombers; 
they were probably deterred by "friendly" antiaircraft fire. Dur
ing three quarters of an hour bombs were falling throughout the 
transport area, but not one hit was made. All the ships and even 
small craft opened up with everything they had, but the bombers 
either stayed hidden in the night sky, or came in undetected from 
over the land.8 At 0529 Admiral Kirk ordered all ships to cease 
fire, thinking that friendly planes were getting hit. 

During this uproar an informal but important scouting mission 
ashore was being performed by Francis Carpenter, seaman 1st 
class, of Calvert. Before the landing he had remarked to one of the 
ship's officers that he had once attended a house party not far from 
Wood's Hole and had even ridden a horse on these very beaches. 
Brought before Lieutenant Colonel William H. Schaefer usA, com
manding the 1st Battalion 180th RCT, he was asked to scout ahead 
of the troops and ascertain whether a line that appeared on the 
aerial photographs was a road or a fence, and whether a certain 
field behind the dunes was a vineyard or an olive grove. Carpenter, 
who was to be bow hook in an LCVP of the first wave, was given 
permission to leave his boat as soon as she hit the beach, which she 
did at 0440. He ascertained that the line was a road. Returning 

1 A Soldier's Story p. 128. 
$ Tillman Action Report 17 July 1943 p. S· 
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shoreward to give the prearranged signal with a Very pistol, he 
pointed out to an Indian GI a place recently dug up as probably 
concealing a land mine; but the Indian ignored his warning and 
was blown to bits. Carpenter himself was hurled "quite a distance." 
He picked himself up and hurried inland again to check on the 
vineyard or olive grove. It proved to be the latter. After making 
the proper light signal from a sand dune, he slid down it into the 
edge of a cornfield, where he found in hiding a very frightened 
peasant family, complete with babies and donkey. "I gave the men 
cigarettes," said Carpenter, "told them the Americans were their 
friends. Sang 'La donna e mobile' from Rigoletto, and all in all put 
them quite at their ease." Carpenter offered to safe-conduct the 
natives to their cottage, which was south of Beach Yellow, and en 
route two Italian soldiers surrendered themselves and their rifles to 
him. '"-'hile Carpenter was sitting outside the peasants' home 
"drinking wine and having a beautiful time," who should arrive 
but Colonel Schaefer, whose aspect ( which had earned him the 
nickname "King Kong" at West Point) so terrified the Italians that 
they fell on their knees and begged for mercy. Carpenter reassured 
them, and the Colonel and staff passed on.9 His appearance with 
pistol upraised, over the brow of another dune, persuaded 20 more 
Italian infantrymen to surrender. By 0600, n1ost of the 1st Bat
talion 180th Infantry, some 3000 strong, was ashore; and all ex
cept one platoon, which had been landed on the Gela beaches, was 
ready to strike out for Biscari. 

At 05 30, when day was breaking, Philadelphia began catapulting 
four observation planes, two to spot for her and two for the moni
tor, H.M.S. Abercrombie. Later in the morning a Philadelphia 
SOC, in the intervals of spotting fall of fire, flushed Italian soldiers 
out of the bushes behind Punta Camerina for delivery to Ameri
cans on the beach. The pilot "flew low and motioned for them to 
go in the general direction of our troops; their movement was hur
ried and guided by the very accurate fire" of his radioman. "They 
gathered force as they went f on ,vard, resulting in what appeared 

9 Carpenter's typed report, 14 July 19~,~ confirmed by Col. Schaefer in 1953. 
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to be more than a hundred by the time they reached the beach." 10 

A second Philadelphia plane was shot down by two Messerschmitts 
and her crew killed; the Germans might have strafed the cruiser, 
too, if she had not promptly aimed antiaircraft fire in their direc

tion and chased them away. 
__, Captain Bailey's Transdiv 5, lifting the 157th Regimental Com

bat Team (Colonel C. M. Ankcorn) of the 45th Division, had a 
rough time on and around the beaches named after their division 
commander. Beach Green 2 was known to have wire strung along 
its entire length of 1000 yards, and Yellow 2, less than half as long, 
had a stretch of wire perpendicular to the waterline. Aerial recon
naissance showed a flock of pillboxes covering the two beaches; 
and if the howitzer battery on Cape Camerina had been active (for
tunately the guns had been captured from the French and the 
Italians had no ammunition to fit) it could have raised hob with 
the landing. There were no distinctive landmarks to serve as sign
posts for incoming craft, exc~pt the rocks of Punta Braccetto, be
tween which and Beach Yellow is a rocky outcrop easily mistaken 
for the Point. 

Transports found their stations with difficulty, owing to the 
want of radar landmarks, but anchored between 2 348 and 0128 in 
a fairly straight line. The sea was even rougher here than off 
Wood's Hole. Biddle's scout boat, carrying the beach markers, 
started to sink and put back for repairs. Those of Carroll and 
Anthony groped around Punta Braccetto, but were so tardy that 
the destroyers began to shoot before they had even located Beach 
Yell ow 2. Jefferson, last to arrive, rolled so badly that Captain 
Welch and Lieutenant Colonel I. 0. Schaefer usA, commanding 
2nd Battalion 157th RCT, decided not to rail-load the troops, but 
to lower all boats and let the men scramble down debarkation nets 
in the old-fashioned manner .1 Her scout boat wandered about 
blindly, fighting wind and waves, and never locating Beach Green 
2. Landing craft had great difficulty staying alongside. Four-inch 

10 Philadelphia Action Report including that of the pilot, Lt. (jg) Paul E. 
Coughlin USNR; his gunner was Richard Shafer ARM2c. 
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manila painters parted time and again. Seasick soldiers had great 
difficulty going down the nets, which were almost impossible to 
drape into a boat. A young assault-wave officer tried to screw up 
the soldiers' courage by telling them that the foul weather favored 
them, because the enemy would never expect a landing on such a 
night. The troops were silenced but far from convinced. 

Even with the postponement of H-hour to 0345, net loading 
was so slow that only three out of four assault waves were ready 
on time to start for the beaches. In they went with PC-59 z, the 
control vessel, at 0303. Destroyers Mervine and Doran protected 
their left flank, training guns on targets around Beach Green 2 

and north of Scoglitti. But the course of PC-591 was badly de
flected by wind and sea to a point off Beach Yell ow 2. Real trouble 
now began. Philadelphia opened bombardment at 03 34, a few min
utes before H-hour. Mervine and Doran also fired vigorously on 
prearranged targets, while the landing craft of the first assault wave 
swarmed into the wrong beach, Yell ow 2. Shellfire, suspected to be 
shots from Philadelphia, but more probably shots from the Italian 
coast defense battery on the Santa Croce road, grazed the landing 
craft and forced them fart her and farther to the right. The support 
boats launched rockets in correct timing with the troops' landing, 
but since "the waves did not land on the correct beach . . . the 
desired geographical objective, Punta Branco Grande, was not hit 
by our fire." 

"We landed right up on the beach in bare inches of water," re
ported the ensign commanding the first assault wave, "and the 
Army walked out of the boats, quite surprised at the convenience 
of a bus ride. They seemed to stand rooted for a minute, not being 
able to realize the apparent lack of opposition." 11 Time was 035 5. 

Jefferson had won the race to Bailey's Beach. 
On rocky Punta Braccetto one of Jefferson's boats, commanded 

by Ensign G. P. Limberis USNR, came to grief. The troops, under
standably, flinched from debarking in heavy surf on a rockbound 

11 / efferson Action Report 31 July, including reports of Ens. M. S. Hunting 
usNR, support boat officer, and of Ens. J. L. Bruckner usNR of 1st wave. 
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coast, but "after much persuasion," reported the Ensign, "every 
man in my boat was on the beach, and the crew and myself salvaged 
the two .30-caliber machine guns and a few rounds of ammunition." 
Four Italians who manned a nearby machine gun were so astonished 
at this exploit that they surrend ered without firing a shot. Presently 
Limb eris and his men heard shouts and screams in the water. Two 
boats in the second wave, f ollovving the same erroneous course, 
had collided and swamped when their coxswains had sighted the 
rocks and tried to sheer off.12 The first-comers scrambled down 
the steep and slippery rocks and managed to pull four Gls out of the 
water, but some 38 were drowned. Signalman D. E. True, in one 
of the unfortunate craft, had the presence of mind to flash an 
emergency signal to the boat directly astern of him a moment be
fore his own crashed, saving it from a sin1ilar fate. The third wave, 
at 041 5, barely escaped crashing and put its troops ashore safely 
on the rocky point, but lost five boats out of seven. Later assault 
waves, arriving by daylight, had no trouble finding the proper 
beaches. 

Charles Carroll's story also is full of mishaps. At the time of 
anchoring, a support boat on deck broke loose, tore away rigging, 
injured men, and smashed gear, so that the troops' boat stations had 
to be changed. The patrol craft designated as control boat took 
such an erratic course to the beach that only the presence of mind 
of individual boat coxswains saved them from the rocks. Even so, 
only the first wave landed on the right beach.13 

The combination of heavy surf, want of definite landmarks, and 
inexperienced boat crews made landing craft casualties in CENT 

area almost as great as in the Moroccan landings of Operation 
TORCH. 

12 Same, reports of Ensigns Limberis and Ross E. Schumann USNR. 
18 "Charles Carroll in Operation HUSKY," writt en for this work by Rear Adm. 

Harold Biesemeier (her former C.O.) in 1947, and comments by the commander 
of embarked troops, Col. C. M. Ankcorn usA. 
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2. Unloading Problems and Complications, 10-12 July 

When the D-day sun rose over the Sicilian mountains, neither 
General Middleton nor Admiral Kirk had a clear picture of what 
was going on at Wood's Hole or Bailey's Beach, and the Army 
command in Ancon was becoming very impatient. At the Gen
eral's request, Admiral Kirk at 062 5 began moving in transports to 
about 5000 yards from shore. These waters had not yet been swept, 
but fortunately Intelligence was correct: there were no mines off 
Scoglitti. 

CENT Force found itself in a tight situation not of its own choos
ing, though to some extent of its own making. Some assault trans
ports were still sending troops ashore with landing craft borrowed 
from other ships, which were "hollering" to get them back for 
unloading their own passengers and supplies. But so many LCVPs 
had broached that serviceable ones were at a premium. The inshore 
movement of the transports tempted some of the Italian short-range 
coastal batteries, which had hitherto kept silent, to open up. Bursts 
bracketed the transports and forced them to retire seaward until 
Philadelphia and other fire support ships could silence the guns.u 
The soft sand of Bailey's Beach immobilized heavy equipment, and 
Beach Yell ow 2 had no fewer than three false beaches on the 
approach, which caught any boat that tried to cross, unless she 
rode the crest of a wave. The long stretch of sand dunes and brush' 
behind these beaches made it almost impossible to move vehicles 
inland.u 

Shortly after noon, Admiral Kirk decided to abandon the use of 
Bailey's for landing supplies. A beach on the south side of Braccetto 
Point, Blue 2, was opened up at 1050 and vigorously used by LSTs, 
while landing craft were ordered to the fishermen's cove in front 
of Scoglitti, and to other small beaches north of the town. 

Conditions at Wood's Hole were no better. The access road to 
14 According to information from the Italian Army, all guns in CENT sector 

were knocked out within an hour. 
u Anthony Action Report 27 July 1943 p. 8; Biesemeier Account, p. If. 

~ 
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Beach Yell ow had to carry the traffic from all three beaches. By 
mid-morning the chaos there was such that Admiral Kirk sent 
ashore one of his transport division commanders, Captain Loomis, 
to accelerate the removal of beached boats. He found between 1 50 
and 200 stranded or swamped craft on offshore bars and landing 
beaches. Salvage parties were overwhelmed with work. Boat han
dling had been as bad as at the Fedhala landings, and for the same 
reasons - surf and inexperience. There were not enough beach exits, 
which made bottlenecks inevitable.16 Here, for instance, are the 
experiences of a young boat officer of Anne Arundel, attempting 
to land a 40-mm gun in broad daylight, after he had hit the wrong 
beach: -

The boat was broached by the on-rushing surf, simply because we 
could not get any means of removing the gun. . . . The Army lieuten
ant in the boat left to get help and never returned, leaving his men be
hind. We stayed with the boat six hours trying to get assistance to get 
the gun out of the boat, but no one, including an Army colonel, could 
get us motorized help. We then salvaged the two .30-caliber guns, am
munition, and other equipment to carry with us, We hiked to Red 
beach after hitting the sand dunes several times to escape gunfire from 
enemy planes. At Red beach we reported our problem to the beach
master. He directed us to take a Neville boat which returned us to our 
ship about 2130.t7 

Captain Loomis, arriving on the beach, immediately directed his 
ships to send in at least one LCM each, equipped with salvage 
gear, to drag stranded boats back into the water. This unfortu
nately deprived each ship of one of her most valuable cargo car
riers. LCTs were pressed into service too, and ships' companies sent 
in v,orking parties to speed up unloading. 

General Middleton took the same dim view as did naval officers 
of the Army Engineers designated as shore party: he ref erred to 
them as a "rabble." These men, including rejects from combat units, 

16 Rear Adm. Kirk Report p. A-4; Comtransdiv 7 (Capt. Loomis) Action Re
port p. 5. 

17 Ens. S. S. Campbell usNR in Anne Arundel Action Repon p. 47. 
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It is clear where the responsibility for this unfortunate accident 

lay. Attend the measured words of Admiral Kirk: -

No control over fighter patrol was delegated to the CENT Attack 
Force. No bombers were on call. No fighter protection to spotting 
planes was provided. . . . At no time was the Force informed concern
ing the degree of air control exercised by our forces and as to what . . . 
enemy attack might be expected. . . . The air battle was separate and 
foreign, apparently unconcerned about the situation in the CENT Area. 21 

At 0800 next morning, 12 July, the Admiral went ashore to size 
up the situation and to call on General Bradley, with whom there 
had been a brisk exchange of dispatches about lack of progress at the 
shoreline. He found unloading "completely blocked" by failure to 
clear the beaches. Fortunately, enemy troops and tanks had now 
retired beyond reach of naval gunfire, and at 0927 the Admiral re
quested General Middleton to detach the naval liaison officers from 
his shore fire-control parties and return them on board ship. Ten 
unloaded transports, together with Ancon, Androrneda and nine 
escorting destroyers, sailed at 2008 for Oran. Among their pas
sengers were 17 German and 1239 Italian prisoners taken by the 
45th Division. 

Admiral Kirk now shifted his flag to destroyer Earle and super
vised unloading of the seven remaining transports, which weighed 
anchor on the 13th and sailed to Oran, escorted by seven destroyers. 
The Admiral jubilantly collected the quart of whisky owed to him 
by General Patton, who had bet it would take the Navy eight days 
to unload. Early next day he departed for Malta, bequeathing to Ad
miral Conolly all his tugs, patrol craft, beaching craft and mine
craft to perform the necessary tasks of unloading the follow-up 
convoys of merchant ships. 

Scoglitti and its flanking beaches were distinctly not wanted by 
Army or Navy for further supply. They were closed 17 July, after 
serving the 45th Division as well as could be expected. 22 

21 Rear Adm. Kirk Action Report p. 3. 
22 Troops landed in CENT area, 10-12 July, 22,654; 300 on 13th, and none after. 

Supplies: - 7,801 long tons 10-12 July, and 5,952 13-17 July. Vehicles, 10-12 July 
2,179, and 636 after. Seventh Army Report of Operations pp. E-15, 16. 
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3. The 45th Division Ashore, 10-14 July 21 

Here, as elsewhere in HUSKY, Army and Navy acted as "one big 
family," to which they would gladly have admitted the Air Force 
if that junior service had not preferred to fight its own war. Gen
eral Middleton, who had sailed to Sicily in flagship Ancon, admired 
the perseverance of Kirk's sailors in setting his division ashore with 
its mountains of equipment; although it was not done entirely "ac
cording to plan," the General knew why. Admiral Kirk wrote, 
"The Commanding General's plan of assault was excellent, well un
derstood, and executed with celerity and precision. . . . The 45th 
Division was cooperative, patient and helpful. It was admirably led, 
of fine fighting spirit, seized all its objectives, and was full of dash 
and power. 1' Admiral of the Fleet Cunningham, who visited the 
CENT area on D-day, reported to General Eisenhower that Admiral 
Kirk's landings "constituted one of the finest exhibitions of seaman
ship it had been his pleasure to witness in 45 years of sailoring." 24 

Typical of the "snafus" inevitable in amphibious operations was 
the experience of Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Routh USA, the divisional 
paymaster. For reasons he never understood, he was ordered ashore 
from James O'Hara before noon on D-day. His six field safes con
taining about $2,000,000 in United States currency were sent 
ashore in another LCVP. The Colonel landed on one beach, but 
the money disappeared. After a frenzied search it was found next 
day submerged in shoal water off another beach where a coxswain 
had dumped the safes when his boat couldn't make the shoreline. 
It took days for the money to dry out, and for "Pay" to recover 
from the experience. 

All in all, the 45th Division had wriggled out of its initial diffi
culties very well, and lost remarkably little time in going after its 

23 "45th Infantry Division in Sicilian Campaign, as compiled from G-3 Journal 
for Period 10 July- 22 August 1943." This and other U.S. Army documents quoted 
are from Departmental Records Branch, Historical Records Section, Department 
of the Army. 

24 Eisenhower Crusade in Europe p. 173. 
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main objectives: the Biscari and Comiso airfields; extending the 

beachhead to Line Yellow between Ragusa and Caltagirone; es

tablishing contact with the Canadian division on the east flank. 

First objective of Colonel C. M. Ankcorn's 157th RCT, which 

landed at Bailey's Beach, was the small town of Santa Croce Camer

ina, about four miles inland. He advanced on it immediately, his 

route preceded significantly by accurate naval gunfire. "An em

placed battery southeast of the village was silenced early in the 

day and the gunfire placed on the town was accurate and effective. 

Hits on buildings near the village public square ,vere very effective 

and had a marked effect on the garrison commander's attitude." 

When the 157th approached the town shortly before noon, white 

flags began to appear, and the Italian troops manning the defenses 

disappeared or surrendered. 25 Santa Croce Camerina, together with 

5 oo Italian prisoners, was in American hands by 1 5 oo D-day. The 

Italian divisional commander reported that enemy forces were 

"ovenvhelming"; that "hundreds of anchored ships ,vere unloading 

materiel undisturbed," and that he had no air support. 26 

The 1st Battalion 179th Regiment, at 1400, captured Scoglitti 

where the fishermen's cove afforded a good landing place for one 

LCT at a time. A hard road leads from Scoglitti, seven miles, to 

Vittoria. That small and dirty town was in our hands by the end 

of D-day. 

On the afternoon of the second day, 11 July, the 3rd Battalion 

r 57th assisted the 179th in taking Comiso airdrome, about ten 

statute miles north from the coast. There were 2 5 enemy planes on 

the ground and the wreckage of a hundred more in the aircraft 

cemetery. General Bradley rushed an Army antiaircraft battalion 

in to defend the field. The first "attack" Vi~as from a German Ju-88 

bomber whose pilot did not know the field had been captured. The 

25 Conversation with Col. Ankcorn. 
26 John Mason Brown To All Hands p. 144. This message was taken off a car

rier pigeon that roosted on the deck of Y MS-43, and was delivered to Admiral 
Kirk who turned it over to Brown to broadcast. 
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gunners fired at him and missed; he made a good landing, jumped 
out of the cockpit and cursed the gunners, whom he supposed to 
be Italian, in good German! Two fighter planes were captured in 
the same manner. 21 

In the meantime the 1st Battalion 157th pushed along the high
way that laces the escarpment on the edge of the Camerina plain, 
and at 08 r 5 entered the large and imposing town of Ragusa, simul
taneously with troops of the r st Canadian Division, who had landed 
on the Pachino Peninsula. Italian troops were already packed up 
and ready to surrender when the Gis arrived; but the Germans 
retired. 

The 180th Regiment had no such easy going. "King Kong" 
Schaefer, the 1st Battalion commander-whom we left at dawn on 
D-day accepting the surrender of terrified Italians at Wood's Hole 
- soon ran into trouble. Although injured in the leg and walking 
painfully with the aid of a cane, the Colonel insisted on leading his 
battalion. Gathering what men he could from elements scattered 
along the whole range of beaches, he passed Biscari railway station 
on Highway No. 115 and pushed up the road to the town of Bis
cari. When about three miles short of it, he encountered Combat 
Group Left of the Hermann Goering Division, the eastern prong 
of that armored division's drive to push the invading forces into 
the sea. This group, consisting of a company of "Tiger" (Mark VI, 
7 5-ton) tanks and two battalions of infantry, well equipped with 
artillery, mortars and automatic weapons, got into action a day 
earlier than the western half of the pincer, whose battle with the 
1st Division we have already described. Schaefer's battalion, with 
no artillery support, was forced to retire to the high ground south 
of the main highway, and its intrepid commander, heading the 
column, was surrounded and captured. 

Such part of the 2nd Battalion as could be assembled, after its 
strung-out landing, had in the meantime seized the important 
bridges over the Acate River and taken the high ground dominat
ing that valley from the west. This position had to be abandoned , 

27 General Bradley A Soldier's Story p. 135. 
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on 1 1 July when several Tiger tanks stormed across the highway 
bridge. Supported by infantry, the Germans drove the 180th off 
the Biazzo ridge, penetrated the regimental command post, and 
reached a position only a little over two miles from the Wood's 
Hole beaches. The combined efforts of inf an try, paratroops, a bat
tery of 15 5-mm field artillery, a company of Sherman tanks, and 
the Navy, managed to "quiet down" the Germans by 1600.28 The 
Navy, in fact, had been assisting all day. That section of the main 
highway between the Acate River bridge and the Biscari road 
junction was plastered by four destroyers in succession between 
07 3 8 and 185 5, following the calls of shore fire-control parties. 
Beatty started the shoot; Laub took it up at 1047, firing 408 rounds 
in the next hour and a half, and was credited by her shore fire-con
trol party with the destruction of four Tiger tanks. Cowie fired 
for two hours around noon, and again for half an hour in the 
afternoon. Shortly after 1 800, three minutes' gunfire by Tillman 
on "tanks under trees" elicited a "Very nice, very nice!" from her 
shore fire-control party; and ten minutes' gunfire on "tanks moving 
over the hill" was followed by the signal, "Cease fire, tanks de
stroyed." 

On 1 2 July, owing to their decisive def eat on the Gela plain, all 
German forces began to retire from CENT area as well. The 180th 
Regiment caught up to them near Biscari and entered the town at 
2000 after a brisk battle. After a day of comparative inactivity, the 
180th advanced at first light 14 July on Biscari airfield, and cap
tured it at 0630. Italian infantry and artillery put up a tough fight 
for this airfield, so that it was not secured until the evening. 

On 14 July, just as the southern columns of the 45th Division 
pressed near the Vizzini-Caltagirone road, which would open up 
their advance to Enna in the center of the island, General Bradley, 
to his disgust, received an order from General Alexander to hold 
his horses. This important road was wanted by General Mont
gomery for a flanking movement by the Canadian division, in an 
effort to get around Catania and Mount Etna, where the Germans 

28 Maj. Gen. James M. Gavin u~A Airborne Warfare p. 11. 
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were stoutly resisting. Bradley had no other choice but to march 
the 45th Division almost back to the Scoglitti beaches and place 
them in a new position on the left of Terry Allen's 1st Division.29 

The untried troops of the 45th had now tasted blood, and, as 
part of General Patton's Seventh Army, pushed inland with re
newed confidence and dash. We shall meet them again on the north 
coast of Sicily. 

29 Bradley A Soldier's Story pp. 135-6. "I was certain," he remarks, "that Alex
ander could not have known how awkward was this movement into which his 
directive had forced our corps. For want -of a day and a night on the Vizzini 
road, we were forced to disassemble our front and patch it together again." 


