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Thunderbirds Came Out of Storm 
To Invade Sicily July 10, 1943 

45th Helped 
Finish Hitler 
And Mussolini 

Two long and eventful years have 
passed since the 45th Division, fresh 
from the training camps of the United 
States, blasted its way out of a storm 
to land on the southern beaches of the 
island of Sicily. 

To many a Thunderbird , the date of 
this introduction into combat is as 
memorable as his own birthday. July 
10, 1943. 

Some infantrymen died before they 
crossed the narrow belt of sand. 
Others drowned without ever setting 
foot on a hostile shore, cut down by the 
Italian beach defenses. Others, only a 
few, trudged the whole weary way 
across the island, up the Italian boot 
from Salerno to Rome, up through to 
the Vosges, and into Germany to 
Munich. 

Today, the 45th is one of the most 
nonored v1s1ons of World War IL 
Five thousand 402 officers and men had 
been decorated by the American go
vernment by the latter part of June, 
and foreign decorations bring the 

Croix de Guerre 
For Division Flag 
Describing the 45th as "a magnificent 
major unit," Gen. Charles DeGaulle, 
President of the French provisional 
government, this week ordered the 
titation of this division. 

The citation entitles the division to 
:;,H the Croix de Gm,.T~• with Palm' 
to the division flag. 

number of individual decorations to 
more than 5,500. Many more will be 
decorated for their contributions to the 
45th' s fighting efficiency before the 
records are closed. 

103,367 PW's Taken . 
A division's strength is something 

more than 15,000 tnen. In its campaigns 
in Europe, this division teok 103,367 
prisoners , most of them,Germans. How 
many it killed or wounded, no one will 
ever know. 

Field Marshal Kesselring of the 
German army, who vainly sought to 
push the 45th into the sea at Anzio to 
eliminate the famous beachhead, dis
closed upon his capture that he con
sidered the 45th one of the two finest 
in the American Army. The other was 
the Third , a division often found 
fighting cm our. right or left in the 
difficult campaigns. 

Kesselrin~ had many opportunities to 
e u:mate tile worth of ~be Thullderbir.i~ 
as they pushed his picked mountain 
troop[i and his SS men back, back and 
back in the Italian mountains. 

He became reacauainted with Thun
derbird aggressiveness and determina 
tion when he succeeded von Rundstedt 
in command _of the defense of the 
Western Front. 

2600 Thunderbirds Died 
The cost of these campaigns may be 

read in the record . After establishing 
a record of 511 days of combat, the 
45th counted its casualties at more 
than 27,000-second highest in the 
war so far for an American division. 
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Two hundred 13 officers and 3,437 
enlisted men of the 45th were killed in 
action. Seven hundred 40 officers and 
12,989 men were wounded. One hundred 
56 officers and 3,459 men were at 

some time listed ·as n,; sing in action. 
It's combat mission "i:1 Europe ended, 

the 45th halted in Mur ich, and there 
garrisoned one of the :. ·gest cities in 
Europe, and one of the two most ·im-

portant cities in Germany from the 
point of view of the Nazi party. 

The Thunderbirds had had a major 
share in the taking of Munich, as they 
had in the taking of Nuremburg, 

·c,.L 

Aschaffenburg, Homburg, Epinal, Rome 
and Palermo. 

But the names of little places will 

(Continued on Page 4) 


