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WILLIAM WILLIS EAGLES 
William Willis Eagles was born on Janu

ary 12, 1895 in Albion, Indiana. He gradu
ated from the U.S. Military Academy on 
April 20, 1917 and accepted a commission 
as second lieutenant of Infantry. 

His first assignment was with the 21st 
Infantry at San Diego, CA. He was sta
tioned at Fort Sill, OK during December 
1917 and returned to San Diego in January 

1918. In August 1918 he was transferred to Camp Kearny, CA for 
duty with the 47th Machine Gun Battalion. 

In March 1919, Eagles was assigned as Adjutant of the 21st 
Infantry at Fort George Wright, Washington. He was then as
signed to the Infantry School at Camp Benning, GA as a student 
in September 1920 and graduated in June 1921. He was then 
assigned as an instructor at the Infantry School and was largely 
responsible for development of the Howitzer course there. 

Other pre-World War II assignments were: Headquarters, 
Philippine Department in September 1923 as Assistant Plans & 
Training Officer; Professor of Military Science and Tactics at 
Ripon College in Wisconsin in December 1925; student in Infantry 
Advance Course from September 1930 to June 1931; entered 
Command & General Staff School at Fort leavenworth, KS in 
August 1935; assigned to Eighth Corps headquarters at Fort Sam 
Houston in June 1936 as assistant deputy Chief of Staff in charge 
of Civilian Conservation Corps Affair; assistant Plans & Training 
officer of Eighth Corps. 

In June 1942, Eagles was appointed assistant commander of 
the 3d Infantry Division at Ford Ord, CA, and promoted to 
Brigadier General. He went overseas with the 3d Division and 
served in combat with them in Africa, Sicily and Italy. 

In November 1943, General Eagles assumed command of the 
45th Infantry Division and was promoted to Major General. He 
commanded the division throughout the balance of the division 's 
combat in Italy, through Anzio, and into southern France, where 
the division spearheaded the invading forces. 

General Eagles was wounded in action on November 30, 1944 
in the vicinity of Strasbourg, France. The wound necessitated that 
he be hospitalized for an extensive period of time; therefore, 
requiring his relief from command of the 45th Infantry Division. 

He was returned to the United States and returned to duty in 
June 1946 when he assumed command of the Infantry Replace
ment Center at Camp Hood, TX. 

He assumed command of Fort Dix, NJ in August 1946. On Ju ly 
15, 1947, he became commanding general of the newly activated 
9th Infantry Division. 

General Eagles commanded the Ryukyus Command in the Far 
East Theater in 1948 and returned to the U.S. in October 1949 to 
command the Central Military District, Sixth Army. In December 
1949 he was assigned to the Army Personnel Board. He was 
appointed Inspector General of the European Command in July 
1951, then as Director of Military Posts, European Command, in 
February 1952. 

General Eagles many awards included the Distinguished Ser
vice Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star Medal, Purple 
Heart, and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 

Major General William Eagles died at age 93 from pneumonia 
on February 19, 1988. He lived in Washington , D.C. He was 
survived by his wife, Dorothy, a son Edward P., and a daughter 
Ann Eagles, all of Washington, D.C. 

General Eagles exemplified the true spirit of the Thunderbird. 
He was a quiet, extremely capable commander who led by 
example and held the respect and loyalty of his soldiers. 

COMBAT CHRONICLES 
WWII 

By Louis Scott 

Operation Dragoon, the Allied amphibious assault of Nazi-held 
southern France, was the invasion that almost wasn't. From its 
very conception, all through the planning phases, and up until a 
few weeks before launching, the operation was fraught with 
problems, setbacks, indecisions, shortages of men and materials, 
and heated controversies at the highest levels. 

From the time America entered the war in Europe, the desire 
of the American high command was to invade fortress Europe as 
early as possible and confront Hitler on his home territory. Those 
in command knew full well that this was the only way to end the war 
as quickly as possible with the least amount of lives lost. But, they 
also had to be practical; the Allies did not have the manpower and 
equipment in 1942 to accomplish this goal. Therefore, mandatory 
steps were taken to contain the Germans and whittle down their 
fighting power by actions on a lesser degree until a large military 
force could be assembled, trained and equipped that could 
confront Germany on its own territory . At the same time, the 
Russians were pressuring the Allies to help relieve some of the 
German pressure on their homeland. 

The Allies agreed to strike at the "soft underbelly" of Europe in 
order to contain some German forces, and to aid the Russians. A 
motivating factor was that this action against their homeland 
would persuade the Italians to quit the war. Winston Churchill was 
an instigator of this action and he was pleased when it came to 
fruition. 

After the conquest of Sicily, the invasion of Italy began almost 
immediately with dire and almost catastrophic consequences . 
The Americans did not want to expend any more time and 
manpower in conquering Italy, but they went along with the British, 
feeling that it would draw pressure off the Russians. The Italian 
campaigns ended up being a nine-month stalemate, a slugging 
match between the Germans {who held all the advantages of 
terrain) and the American Fifth Army and British Eighth Army, 
where real estate was gained or lost by the yard. A tremendous 
amount of American manpower and equipment was depleted 
conquering land that had little or no military significance. However, 
the Allies gained control of the Mediterranean and airfields from 
which devastating raids could be conducted against German-held 
territory. 

(COMBAT CHRONICLES com'd on page 2) 


