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The C.P. remained ½ mile no~hh of Materdomini, at 043473. At 1255 on 
October l the c.o. was advised that the British 10th Corp;; had effected 
the capture of Naples • 

.At 0800 Oct. 2 the c.o, left to confer with each battalion commander, 
returning ·to the C.P. at 1200. · Durin g the day orders were recei vecl far 
the 2nd Battalion and the 160th F,A. Battalion to close in on the Ges
ualdo a.r ea, 9068, preparatory ~to movin g the regiment into the battle zone. 

With the enemy laying inn umerahle mine fields alon g roads and at other 
strategic pom ·ts, mine clearing units were active on Oct. 3rd oles.ring 
these obstacles in the path of the RGI'. 

The c.o. left the C,P. at 0730 to select a new headquarters. He was 
followed at 0817 by the Regimental Echelon, movin g by motor. Eh route 
Di-wision order changed the original destination. and 'consequently the 
move covered a distance of 33 miles, the C.P. bein g esta.blished a.t 1115 
2 kilometers sou.thwest of Grott.aminarda, coordinates 885741. By 1645 
the battalions were in organized defensiv _e positions as fol Hwsi 1st 
Battalicn C.P. at 098481; 2nd Battalion C.P. at 878751; and 3rd Battalion 
C,P. a.t grid square 0464. This disposition v..-a.s maintained through Oct.4. 

Oct.5-7 

The 3rd Batta.lion was committed to action at 2230, Oct. 5, relievin g the 
1st Battalion of the 157th, with its mission the ·protection of that RCT1 s 
right flank. For the opera ti on the 3rd Batta.lion was attached to the 157th. 
Immediately upon ta.king ·up its position, the battalion was subjected to 
artillery and small arms f'lre and suffered some casualties. The 1st and 
2nd Batta.liens remained in reserve under 179th RCT control. 

At 0800 the morning of Oct. 6 the Ree~imental Echelon left the C.P., 
moving by motor along Highway 90 to Highway 7, and northwest o~ the 
latter road. A march halt was ·ma.de at 0845 where the tr oops detrucked. 
At 1200,e.fter a 2 mile foot march, they reached the nffi"1 C.P. at 734739. 
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The following afternoon at 1330 the c.o. and Adj. left to select a more 
advanced site for the C.P. 

Oct. 8-9 

With plans relative to the 179th 1 s objectives changed by Division order, 
the G,O, and staff moved the for1'rn.rd C.P. to 559908, ar:riving under coveir 
of darkness at 0300 on Oct. 9. The c.o. was thereby in closer proximity 
to his Battalions. · 

The same ni ght the remainin g elements of the Regimental Echelon also 
advanced, settin g up a rear C.P. at 628868, on the 9th at 0230 hours. 
1:he move was made by motor via Benevento along Highway 7. 

'VV'i th the 3rd Battalion reverting to RCT control, the comin g of daylight 
on Oct. 9 saw al 1 three battalions thrown into the fight. Under intensive 
mortar and artillery fire the 2nd Battalion moved north to the Guarctia
Cerreto road at 1015. The 1st Battalion moved to the west, also 1.mder 
fire, while the 3rd Battalion reached their jumping-off point southwest 
of Guardia at 1210. The RCT front lines now ran from s. Salvatore on the 
left to Guardia on the ri ght, with the primary objective being the hi gh 
ground around Mt. Auero, to th~ imm.ediate south of Faicchio. 

At 1620 the c.o. advised the Division Commander that his troops were 
disposed as follows, 1st Battalion at 495911, havin.. ~ crossed the Ca.lore 
River at 478896 under fire from a Germa,n reinforced. company. The 2nd 
Ba.ttali on was located at 528937 and mo-ting notth to out Highway 87 and 
seize the high g;round west of Guardia. The 3rd Battalion w-a.s at 560908, 
under artillery fire from road 520910-530910. 

Despite m:ine fields and strong resistance fr om the enemy str ongpoint at 
Guardia, heavily defended by a.r til lery and mortars as we 11 as MG s and 
small arms, the 2nd Battalion pushed m through the night followed by 
the 1st Battalion in support. 

The ROT held a central position in the Allied lines, flanked by the 
British 8th J.x'my on the right and the 180th RCT on the immediate left. 
The 3:rd Di~ision occupied positicns on the Division's left f lank. 

0ot.10-11 

Moving by motor, the Regimental Echelon (reir) closed station at 628868 
a.nd rejoined the forward C.P., at 527929, arriving at 1400. 

The 3rd Batta.lion passed through the 2nd and en the morning of Oct. 10 
launched a fierce attack at 0645, completely routing the Germans from 
their entrenched positions and securing the heights to the NE and South 
of Guardia. Elsewhere the fighting was comparatively li ght, although 
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patrols were very active and a number of casualties were sustaine::l by both 
sides as a result of intensive artillery duels. 

The heights :bverlooking the town noitTbeing occupied by the ROT tr0ops, the 
2nd Battalion entered Guardia s,t 0715 on the morning of Oct. 11., encounter
ing no opposition. The enemy had wi thdre.wn to n sw positions to the north, 
from where they continued to throw up a harre_ssine; fire against the RCT 
battalions. Nevertheless, the 2nd Battalion made further gains and that 
ni ght set up a strong defensive position 1000 yards northwest of s. Loren
zello. The 3rd Batta.lions 'flosition was the RCT's fle.nk protection. The 
157th RGr was at 5790 and 5291, the 180th south and west of the 179th~ 

At 0925 the c.o. established his C.P. 1 kilometer southeast of Guardia 
on Highway 87, at 509950. Ehemy air a.c tivi ty greatly increased on Oct, 10 
a.nd 11, the Germa.ns making several strafing an:l bombing attacks on Field 
Artillery and 155mm rifle batteries in the vicinity of the 179th C.P. · 

Oct.12-13 

At 1130 the Luftwaffe again attacked g;un emplacements near the C$P., 
causing some damage to vehicles and personnel. The 2nd Battalion, still 
the leading battalion, capture9- Cerreto Se,nni ta at noon on Oct. 12 without 
opposition. The 1st and 3rd Battalions, meanwhile, continued towards their 
objectives, the town of Faicohio and the high ground south of the towno 
Blownn bridges and craters delayed the RCT motorized elements, thereby 
slowing the combat team's advance. In addition the enemy was entrenched 
on the high ground north of the Titerno River Valley, and consequently 
the 179th moved up under continual aJ""ti1lery, 1Tmortar and MG fire • 

. The 13th of October was utilized c'hiefly to feel out the German strength 
in and around Fa.ic chi o with strong patrols. The 160th F • .A. B:attalion engaged 
enemy field pieces and the accuracy of its fire forced the enemy to with
drew several of their batteries. 

At 0745 the enemy .air force attacked the c.P. area, strafin g and dive 
bombing. Later in the day they returned to bomb objectives in the gen er al 
vicinity of RCT headquarters. Results of these attacks were unknown. 

Dct.14-15 

The 2nd Battalion was withdrawn from the lines to bee ome re gimental 
reserve, leaving the 1st and 3rd Battalions to press home the offensive 
against the Germans. Both battalions made strong attacks on the enemy 
lines south of Faicchio. The 3~ Battaliomn started its assault uoo:er 
cover of darkness at 0045, and moving in from. the left of Mt. Acero, 
seized th e heights south of l!'aicchio, a.nd also secured the S.Salvatore-

. I<'aicchio highway to insure th~ ia.fe passage of tl1e 157th RCT. The 1st 
Battalion meanwhile successfully pushed ahead on the S.Lorenzello-Paiochio 
road an the right. 
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Casualties were heavy on both sides as artillery duels raged e.11 da.y, and the 
intensity of the fighting increased throughout Oct. _ l5. The morning position of 
the 1st Battalion was 403978 arid of the 3rd Battalion wa.s imnediately south of 
Faicchi o. The 167th Rcr o ontinued to hold down the Division's left flank, v.hile 
the 180th withdre1.1, to directly _behind the 179th front, in the vicinity of 9342. 

Oct. 16--18 

Oct. 16 marked the beginning of the relief of' the RCT from combat. This was 
completed on Oct. 18, the 1st Battalion being the last unit to be withdrawnG 
The c.o. was advised that the subsequ0nt days we.re to constitute a :r.est pericrl 
for the Regiment, thus terminating a total of 38 days of continuous fi ghting. 
This marked the longest time that an American unit in the European Theatre of 
Operations had been in the lines without relief. 

The remainder of the 45th Division was relieved during the next few days. 

·oct.19-31 

The ensuing period was spent in resting the men and in ironing out minor 
deficiencies brought out in _ the reoont fighting: Also, the numerous replace
ments received by the RCT were given an opportunity to zero their ,ve a.pons 
and to f a:mil iarize themselves -with machine guns, grenade launchers, etc. on 
the firing ranges. 

On Oct. 21 Col cnel Hutchins went to the hospital and Lt. COL,. Chas. D. Wiegand 
assumed command of the regiment. On Oct. 27 Colonel Malcolm R. Karom.erer was 
assi gned a.s Commanding Officer of the ~79th Inf an try. 

On Oct. 28 the Regiment moved 25 miles by motor from the bivouac area near. s. 
Lorenzello to a,.'1 assembly area. 4 kilometers west of Piedimonte d'Alife. The C.P. 
was set up at 273055 at 1730. The next morning at 0815 the c.o.,, and S-3 le f t to 
reconnoiter the front, returning at 1000. They continued their observing the 
morning of Oct. 30. The isame afternoon at 1630 the c.o. and his staff l eft the 
C.~. at 273055 to establish a forward C.Pe in the vicinity of Ailano, near the 
battalions which moved up during the day preparatory to relieving a regiment 
of the 34th Divisiono 

This relief constituted the initial step in the taking over of the whole 34th 
sector by the 45th Division .. The Division objective was Venafro, and the 179th 9 s 
mission was to secure the high ground a.bow the Volturno River and cover the 
crossing of the 180th RCT to the left., The 34th Division shifted to the 45th's 
right flank, with elements of the 82.nd Airborne Division beyond the 34th~ On the 
45th 1 s left the front was held down. by the 3rd Division. 

The , total casualties far the Italian campaign to date more than doubled the losses 
sustained by the Regiment in Sicily, and the figures further disclosed that there 
were large numbers of hospital sick. The latter figures vrere in part attributed to 
shell shock, and in part to the continuous rains and over-exposure, which caused 
an inorease in the number of malaria. cases • .Appended , is the complete casualty 
report for the 179th Infantry from September lO to o·ctober 3lst9 
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BATTLE 
C.ASU .PJ, TI ES 

TOT}J,S 

LOSSES 

O. EM 
e 127 

28 591 
3 ).54 

39 

4% 
19"/4 
4 1..c,f 

210 

CASUALTY REPORl' 
179th ~fantry 
Sept. 10-0ct.28 

GAINS 
To Duty 
o., }l\~ % 
0 0 
1· 118 
0 9 

l 127 4% 

NONwBATTLE 
CASU~o.LTIES 
s10K · ----·---.w-s--9-4-0-3·0-r-·· .... ~ • "29 482 15%,. 
B-ES E'"K'r ERS O 5 0 2 

GR.Aliill TOTALS 77 1817 57½% 50 611 Hf'/4 

**Percentage bs.sed on aotua). not T/0 strength. 

STRENGTH R EE'ORT 

o. w.o. 
T/0 Strength 
Act~l Strength, Sept. 10,1943 

LOSSESs Battle and Sick 

GAINS, Dr pd fr.Rolls to Duty 
Replacements 
Battlefield Promotions 

143 
144 

47 

9 
16 
12 

6 
6 

0 

0 
0 
0 

NEC LOSS 

O. EM % 

38 745 23-½% 

9 4.58 1$% 
0 3 

47 1206 3ei% 

E.M. 
3323 
3107 

1206 

73 
1267 

0 

3241 

·-

DROPPED 
Fr om Rolls 
o. EW 

35 242 

ACTU.Al, STRENGTH, OCT. 3 l _ _.,_1_94_3 ___ 13_4 ______ 6 ·------------~----·-


